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ABSTRACT

Drones, also referred to as Remotely Piloted Air System (RPAS)1 or unmanned aerial systems (UAS) or 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) (collectively drones) and it is known how useful drones are on operations 
and some may consider that commercially available drones can be put to use to meet service non-core aviation 
requirements – photography, multimedia applications, surveys etc.  UAS’s are covered by the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and as such they are treated in much the same way as ‘Drone’ systems. This 
paper is aimed at UAS and UAV technology capabilities and how they currently interact with privacy laws in 
comparison to those currently in the European Union (EU). Europe will be the first region in the world to have 
a comprehensive set of rules ensuring safe, secure, and sustainable operations of drones both, for commercial 
and leisure activities. Common rules will help foster investment, innovation, and growth in this promising 
sector.

INTRODUCTION

Drones are readily available on the high street and internet, and are being sold in their thousands, and it is 
not hard to see why. Not only are they affordable and capable, they are great fun to fly or operate, and have 
great utility. Whilst most people use them for personal recreation, they are also extremely popular with 
photographers and those that use photography in their business, like estate agents or the media. Those who 
work at height now use them to get information before climbing or instead of climbing, survey companies use 
them, and large parcel delivery companies have an aspiration to use them for deliveries.

Drones are here to stay, but what is the problem? In simple terms, for most drone users, there is not one, but 
there are those who operate their drones too high or too close to airfields. In 2016 there were over 50 reports 
from pilots of commercial airliners that their aircraft had almost hit a drone. Military aviation is not immune, 
there have been near misses with Chinooks at RAF Benson and RAF Odiham, likewise for fixed wing aircraft at 
RAF Cranwell, and in 2016 a Navy Lynx at 2000ft missed a drone by an estimated 30 to 50 feet. 

1 RPAS is the term used by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).


